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away. On September * Atlanta fell. He
announced at once that he proposed to destroy
all factories and public stores, so that the city
should not be available again for the Con-
federate army. It had become their greatest
source of supplies. Atlanta was set on fire, after
non-combatants had been withdrawn, and Sher-
man set out on his march across Georgia towards
the sea. On December 21 he reached Savannah
on the coast. This, with the capture of the port
of Mobile, on the Gulf of Mexico, by Farragut
in the previous August, placed all the important
sea bases in Union hands. And these successes
perhaps did as much as anything to secure the
re-election of Lincoln to the Presidency, against
General McClellan, in November 1864.

In 1865 the consequences of Sherman's march
and the whole strategy of Grant in the western
theatre became apparent. Sherman began to
march north from Savannah on January 14; a
little over a month later he captured Columbia,
the capital of South Carolina, and on the same
day, February i8th, Charleston surrendered to
the Union fleet. Sherman continued his advance
to the north. Lee realised that the fall of Peters-
burg and then of Richmond was now a matter of
time. He began to withdraw his forces, and
Grant's armies prepared to close upon him.
On March 29 their forward movement began*
On April 3 Petersburg was taken by storm. On
April 3 President Davis and the Confederate
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